
PhD Position in The Dynamics of Eco-evolutionary Systems 
 
CEFE, Montpellier, France, Evolutionary Genetics and Ecology (EGE) group  
 
Starting date: Oct.-Nov. 2018  
Duration: 3 years, full time  
Working place: GEE team in CEFE, Supervision: Patrik Nosil and colleagues  
 
Project short description: Evolutionary and ecological processes can affect one another. For 
example, evolutionary adaptation within species can affect population dynamics or species 
interactions in communities, and thus ecosystem 
functioning. This PhD is part of a larger research 
project funded by the European Research Council 
(Consolidator Grant to P. Nosil) to investigate the 
community and ecosystem level consequences of 
evolution within a stick-insect species (Timema 
cristinae). The project will specifically test for 
reciprocal interactions and feedback loops 
between ecological and evolutionary processes. 
Fieldwork in California will be conducted each 
year. Key publications pertaining to the project 
are Farkas et al. 2013 Current Biology and Nosil 
et al. 2018 Science. 
 
Requirements: The applicant should hold a 
Master’s degree or equivalent in ecology or evolutionary biology. We are looking for a highly 
motivated student with a solid conceptual and formal background in evolutionary biology, 
community ecology, or (ideally) both. The position is highly ecological such that candidates with 
experience in community ecology, ideally for communities of plant-feeding insects, are 
preferred. Excellent written, verbal, and interpersonal skills, a strong work ethic, and the ability 
to think creatively are desired. Key responsibilities will be identification of insects, curating and 
analyzing samples of arthropod communities, executing field transplant experiments, food web 
analysis, and handling of data on ecosystem variables such as soil chemistry, plant productivity, 
etc. This work will be integrated with genomic analyses led by other team members. The 
doctoral contract will be with the CNRS-ERC, with a monthly gross salary: € 1,768.55. 
 
Application documents; the applicants should submit: 
 
-A one-page letter with a summary of previous research experience and professional motivation 
- Curriculum Vitae 
- Names and emails of two professional references 
- An electronic copy of their previous works (master’s thesis or other scientific publications).  
 
The application should be sent as one single PDF file to p.nosil@sheffield.ac.uk 
 
Applications received before August 10th 2018 will be given full consideration. Interviews will 
be held as soon as possible afterwards.  

	


